SURVEY

Viking and Norse heritage in Cleveland and the North East

Languages, Myths and Finds: Translating Norse and Viking Cultures for the Twenty-first Century

Languages, Myths and Finds (LMF) is a project funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council, running from 2013-14. The programme brings together graduate students and full-time researchers from across the UK and Ireland to explore the translation of Norse and Viking cultures into the modern day. LMF draws on the ongoing British Museum exhibition ‘Vikings: Life and Legend’ and aims to raise awareness of Viking heritage and culture in the British Isles. For more information, see: www.languagesmythsfinds.ac.uk
LMF would love to know your thoughts on the Vikings and the heritage of your local area. Please help us out by filling in this short survey before Monday June 2nd. The survey can also be found online at: http://languagesmythsfinds.ac.uk/north-east-england/
1) How would you describe the area in which you live? Please tick any that apply.
☐The North East

☐  Teesside

☐Tees Valley

☐  North Yorkshire
☐Cleveland


☐  Langbaurgh

Other:___________________________________________________________
Please provide at least the first element of your postcode:_________________
2) How long approximately have you or your family lived in the area?

☐Less than 50 years
☐  100–200 years
☐50–100 years

☐  More than 200 years
☐Don’t know

Please give details, especially if you answered ‘more than 200 years’: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Do you identify with any of these historical peoples of the British Isles? Please tick any that apply.
☐Celts

☐  Anglo-Saxons

☐Romans

☐  Vikings

☐Picts

☐  Normans

Other:___________________________________________________________
If you answered ‘Vikings’, please tell us why you identify with them: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Please write down any local place-names you would associate with the Vikings/Norse.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5a) Do you recognise any of the following dialect words?
☐beck (a river) 


☐  ket (sweets or rubbish)
☐barn or bairn (child)

☐  claggy (sticky or sweaty)
☐lake (to play)


☐  neb (nose)
☐loup (to jump)


☐  wag (to play truant)
☐slape (slippery)


☐  cleg (a fly)
☐bait (packed lunch)

☐  burn (river)
☐sackless (simple or innocent)
☐  garth (enclosure e.g. yard, garden)
5b) Of the words that you recognise, which ones might you personally use?

☐beck (a river) 


☐  ket (sweets or rubbish)
☐barn or bairn (child)

☐  claggy (sticky or sweaty)
☐lake (to play)


☐  neb (nose)
☐loup (to jump)


☐  wag (to play truant)
☐slape (slippery)


☐  cleg (a fly)
☐bait (packed lunch)

☐  burn (river)
☐sackless (simple or innocent)
☐  garth (enclosure e.g. yard, garden)
5c) Are there any dialect words that you know of or use that you consider to be unique to your neighbourhood? Please list any you can think of below and give their meanings.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6a) How well-informed do you consider yourself to be about the history of your local area?

☐Very well-informed

☐  Not well-informed

☐Reasonably well-informed
☐  Not at all informed

☐Well-informed on some aspects but not others. Please specify details: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6b) Are you interested in finding out more about your local history?

☐Yes

☐  No

7) What objects would you associate with a Viking?

☐Helmet

☐  Mead horn
☐Comb

☐  Sword
☐Axe


☐  Wool and weaving equipment
☐Manuscript
☐  Farming tools

Other:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8) Activities that you might associate with a Viking: please give each activity a number from 1 to 8 to indicate which you think was the most important (1 being the most important, 8 the least important).

___Sea-faring
___Raiding

___Settling

___Fishing
___Trading

___Farming

___Invading

___Integrating
9) Do you think that the popular image of the Viking has changed at all during your lifetime?

☐Yes



☐  No
☐Not that I am aware
☐  Don’t know
Please provide details:______________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10a)
Have you been to a museum or exhibition on the Vikings in the last five years, or do you intend to visit one in the next five years? Please tick all that apply.

☐Yes, I have been in the last five years
☐Yes, I intend to visit one in the next five years

☐No, I have not been in the last five years
☐No, I don’t intend to visit one in the next five years
☐I would like to but I would need more information

Please provide details (e.g. where and when was the last exhibition you attended):_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10b) Before participating in this survey, were you aware of the current British Museum exhibition ‘Vikings: Life and Legend’?

☐Yes

☐  No

10c) The exhibition will be shown in cinemas around the UK as ‘Vikings Live’ at 19:00 on 24 April 2014. There are participating cinemas in Middlesborough, Stockton and Hartlepool. Were you aware of this? Do you intend to visit this screening of the exhibition? Please tick all that apply.

☐Yes, I was aware of this event
☐No, I was not aware of this  

    event

☐Yes, I plan to attend

☐  No, I do not plan to attend

☐I had not previously planned to attend, but I do now

Any further details:________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11)
Further to question 4 above, would you associate any of these place-names with Viking settlement?
☐Loftus

☐  Freebrough Hill
☐  Newton

☐Ormesby

☐  Middlesborough
☐  Saltburn

☐Thornaby

☐  Seamer


☐  Roseberry Topping
☐Broughton
☐  Upsall


☐  Skelton
Thank you very much for helping us to discover more about the Viking heritage of your neighbourhood! We really appreciate the time that you have put into taking this survey and hope to report its results back to you soon.
Should you find it more convenient to reply to this survey by post, please deliver completed surveys to Joanne Shortt Butler, Department of Anglo-Saxon, Norse & Celtic, Faculty of English, 9 West Road, Cambridge CB3 9DP.
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